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"Appropriation Act" means any Act appropriating revenue in re-
lation to a financial year for such services as are specified in such
Act;

"officer" means any person in the employ of the Government;
"principal receiver of revenue" means an officer designated as such

pursuant to section 4 and charged with the duty of collecting
and accounting for revenue;

"public moneys" include-
(a) the revenues;
(b) any trust or other moneys held, whether temporarily or

otherwise, by an officer in his official capacity either alone or
jointly with any other person whether an officer or not;

"revenue" means all tolls, taxes, imposts, rates, duties, fees, fines,
penalties, forfeitures, rents and dues, proceeds of sale and all
other receipts of the Government from whatever sources arising,
over which Parliament has the power of appropriation, including
the proceeds of all loans raised and all grants and gifts received
by the Government.
(2) References in this Act to a department include references to

a Ministry.
(3) References by this Act to the Consolidated Fund include

the growing produce thereof.

PART 11
ADMINISTRATION

3. There shall be a Secretary to the Treasury who shall hold office Appointment
in the public service. of Secretary to

the Treasury.

4. The Secretary to the Treasury shall designate in writing the Accounting
officers who shall b~ acc?~nting officers or principal r~ceivers of ~~~~[;Jnd
revenue and he may m wntmg, revoke any such desIgnatIOn. receivers of

revenue.
[0. 39/1966Al
Powers of
Minister.
[0. 39/1966A]

5. (1) The Minister may issue instructions and make regulations-
(a) respecting the preparation of estimates;
(b) respecting the collection, management and adminis-

tration of, and the accounting for, public moneys;
(c) respecting the receipt, custody, issue, sale, transfer or

delivery of any stamps, securities, stores or other Government
property;

(d) respecting the keeping of the financial records of the
Government;

(e) respecting the exercise of any powers conferred by the
preceding section;



(iii) the balances held on deposit by him at the close of
the financial year, and the outstanding advances made in
pursuance of section 23;

(iv) the current assets and liabilities of the Government;
(b) accounting officers shall prepare, sign and transmit to

the Minister and the Director of Audit in such manner as the
Minister may approve appropriation accounts in respect of
the votes for which they were responsible;

(c) principal receivers of revenue shall prepare, sign and
transmit to the Minister and the Director of Audit statements
of their receipts and disbursements in such form as the Min-
ister may direct; "

(d) any officer administering a fund to which moneys have
been appropriated by Parliament shall prepare, sign and trans-
mit to the Director of Audit financial statements in respect
of such fund in such form as the Minister may from time to
time direct.

(3) The statements and accounts mentioned in subsection (2)
when certified and reported on by the Director of Audit shall be laid
before the National Assembly.

(4) In respect of each financial year and within a period of
four months after the close of such financial year or within such
longer period as the Minister may in any particular case approve,
any officer administering any industrial, trading or commercial un-
dertaking or any trust or other fund or account not provided for in
this section shall, if so directed by the Minister, prepare, sign and
transmit to the Director of Audit a balance sheet or statement of
account, of such fund or account, together with such other statements
of account relating thereto as the Minister may deem appropriate.

(5) The statements and accounts mentioned in subsection (4)
shall, when certified and reported upon, be submitted to the Minister.

8. (1) If it appears to the Secretary to the Treasury upon a report
by the Director of Audit that any person who is or was an officer-

(a) has failed to collect any moneys owing to the Govern-
ment for the collection of which such person is or was at the
time of such employment responsible;

(b) is or was responsible for any improper payment of pub-
lic moneys or for any payment of such moneys which is not
duly vouched; or

(c) is or was responsible for any deficiency in, or for the
loss or destruction of, any public moneys, stamps, securities,
stores, or other Government property,

and if, within a period specified by the Secretary to the Treasury, an

Surcharge by
Secretary to
the Treasury.





(b) principal receivers of revenue may defray out of revenue
collected by them, payments authorised by departments in
accordance with any law or regulation, but the amount of
the revenue so expended shall be recovered from the depart-
ments concerned and paid into the Consolidated Fund.

18. No sums shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund
except under the authority of a warrant addressed to the Accountant
General under the hand of the Minister.

Withdrawal
of sums
from the
Consolidated
Fund.
[0. 39/1966AI
Authorising of
withdrawals
from
Consolidated
Fund
Account.
[0. 39/1966AI

19. (1) When issues from the Consolidated Fund have been
authorised, the Director of Audit shall from time to time on the
requisition of the Accountant General authenticate orders issued by
the Accountant General for the withdrawal of funds from the Con-
solidated Fund Account so long as the sums requisitioned for the
various services do not in the aggregate exceed the respective sums
authorised for those services.

(2) Every order so authenticated by the Director of Audit
shall be in the prescribed form and shall be the necessary authority
to the bank designated therein to issue from the Consolidated Fund
Account the amount specified to be paid to such other bank account
as the said order may direct.

20. (I) All moneys withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund Ac- Issues from
count shall be paid into such other bank account or accounts as the ~ondoX~~~t
Minister may direct; but such sums shall be carried in the books of toU~ paid
the officers responsible for such accounts to the credit of the respec- into bafk
tive services for which the same may be issued as specified in the [g:~~/l~66Al
aforesaid requisition.

(2) With a view to economising the public balances the Min-
ister shall restrict the sums to be withdrawn from the Consolidated
Fund to the credit of such officers to such total sums as he may con-
sider necessary for conducting the current payments for the public
service entrusted to such officers, and the said officers may consider
the sums so transferred to their accounts as constituting part of their
general drawing balance applicable to the payment of all services
for which they are accountable:

Provided that this subsection shall not be construed to empower
the Minister or any other authority to direct the payment, by any
such officer, of expenditure not sanctioned by any law whereby ser-
vices are or may be charged on the Consolidated Fund, or by resolu-
tion of the National Assembly or by any Appropriation Act.

21. Statements showing payments into and issues from the Con- Bank

solidated Fund Account shall be rendered by every bank at which [~~~9ii966A]
such an account is maintained to the Accountant General and to



early withdrawal, as the Minister authorises to be issued from
the Consolidated Fund.
(2) The Minister may authorise the making of advances from

the Deposits Fund not exceeding in the aggregate eight million dol-
lars, or such greater sum as the National Assembly may by resolution
direct, from the said Fund-

(a) on behalf of, and recoverable from, other Governments;
(b) to officers where such advances are in the public interest,

and for the purposes of this paragraph "officer" shall be
construed to include the holder of any office established by
or under the Constitution notwithstanding that he be not a
person in the employ of the Government; and

(c) to, or on account of, trusts or other funds administered
by the Government, or to, or on behalf of, statutory bodies,
public authorities or institutions where such advances are in
the public interest and are recoverable within a period not
exceeding twelve months after the close of the financial year
in which such advances are made.

24. (1) It shall be lawful for the Minister to issue warrants for the
withdrawal from the Consolidated Fund of such sums as may be
necessary for the carrying on of the services of the Government until
the expiration of three months from the beginning of a financial year
or the coming into operation of the Act authorising the appropriation
for the ensuing financial year, whichever is the earlier:

Provided that no expenditure shall be deemed to be authorised
by any such warrant in respect of any service for which no provision
had been made during the previous financial year or if it exceeds
one-fourth of the amount provided for that service in the previous
financial year unless the National Assembly by resolution specifically
authorises such expenditure.

(2) All sums withdrawn in pursuance of warrants issued under
subsection (1) shall be deemed to have been issued in anticipation of
grants of Parliament in an Appropriation Act for the financial year
in which the sums were issued and upon the commencement of such
Act the said warrants shall cease to have effect and issues thereunder
shall be deemed to have been made for the purposes of such Act
and shall be accounted for in accordance with the provisions thereof.

25. (1) In order to defray unforeseen and urgent expenditure for
which no other provision exists, the Minister may establish a Con-
tingencies Fund by issues from the Consolidated Fund not exceeding
in the aggregate five hundred thousand dollars or such greater sum
as the National Assembly may approve.

(2) If the Minister is satisfied that-

Issue of
moneys before
promulgation
of Appropri-
ation Act.
[0. 39/1966A]

Establishment
of Contin-
gencies Fund.
[0. 39/1966A]



(d) essential records are maintained and the rules and pro-
cedures framed and applied are sufficient to safeguard the
control of stores and other public property.

27. (1) Not withstanding section 26, the Director of Audit may,
after satisfying himself that the vouchers have been examined and
certified as correct by the accounting department, in his discretion
and having regard to the character of the departmental examination,
in any particular case admit the sums so certified in support of the
charges to which they relate without further examination.

(2) Where a voucher has been lost or destroyed, or where an
existing voucher is defective in any respect, the Director of Audit,
if satisfied with the explanation given by the responsible officer or
with other evidence of the transaction, may dispense with the pro-
duction of a voucher, or in the case of a defective voucher, accept
such voucher.

28. (1) For the purpose of the examination of any account the
Director of Audit shall be entitled at all reasonable times-

(a) to have access to all books, records, vouchers, docu-
ments, returns, cash, stamps, securities, stores or other Gov-
ernment property in the possession of any officer;

(b) to send for and have the custody of any books, accounts,
vouchers or papers under the control of any officer relating
to or in anywise concerning the public accounts, and to keep
such books, accounts, vouchers or papers for such time as
he may require them;

(c) to call upon any officer for any explanation and in-
formation the Director of Audit may require in order to
enable him to discharge his duties;

(d) to require any department concerned to furnish him
from time to time or at regular periods with accounts of the
transactions of such department up to such date as he may
specify;

(e) without payment of any fee, to cause search to be made
in and extracts to be taken from any book, document or
record in any public office;

(f) to summon and examine all persons whom he shall
think fit to examine respecting the receipt or expenditure of
money or the receipt or issue of any stores affected by this
Act and respecting all other matters and things whatever
necessary for the due performance and exercise of the duties
and powers vested in him; and if any person summoned as
aforesaid is not a public officer he shall be entitled to payment

Test audits,
defective
vouchers.
[0. 39/1966A]
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33. (1) If the National Assembly by resolution so directs, the
accounts of any statutory body, being a public authority or other
body administering public funds, shall, notwithstanding anything to
the contrary contained in any other Act, be audited by the Director
of Audit.

(2) The Director of Audit shall report on his examination and
audit of the accounts referred to in subsection (1) and shall transmit
such report to the appropriate Minister for presentation to the
National Assembly:

Provided that the appropriate Minister shall obtain the observations
of the statutory body concerned on any matter to which attention
has been called by the Director of Audit in his report and such ob-
servations shall be presented to the National Assembly with such
report.

(3) In the exercise of his duties under this section the Director
of Audit may, with the concurrence of the appropriate Minister,
authorise any person publicly carrying on the profession of account-
ant to inspect, examine or audit the books and accounts of any
statutory body which the Director of Audit may be required to
examine and audit in terms of this section and such person shall
report thereon to the Director of Audit in such manner as the Director
of Audit may direct.

Audit of
accounts of
statutory
bodies.
[0. 39f1966A]

34. The Director of Audit may, if so requested by the Minister, Audit of
examine and report to the Minister the results of his examination of aMc~o.unts,at
h f bl' h' h d d" . lnIster st e accounts 0 any pu IC aut onty or ot er bo y a mll11stenng request.

pu blic funds; and the provisions of subsection (3) of the preceding
section shall, mutatis mutandis, apply for the purpose of this section
as they apply for the purpose of the preceding section.

35. In the exercise of his duties under sections 33 and 34 in relation
to statutory bodies, public authorities bodies administering public
funds and their employees, the Director of Audit shall have like
powers as are vested in him for the purpose of examining accounts
under sections 27 and 28, and section 28(2) shall have effect ac-
cordingly.

GENERAL

36. The authority for expenditure conferred by an Appropriation
Act in respect of services during any financial year shall lapse after
the close of that year and except as otherwise provided in this Act,
unexpended balances of any moneys issued from the Consolidated
Fund shall be surrendered to the Consolidated Fund.

Powers of
Director of
Audit in
auditing
accounts of
statutory and
other bodies.

Duration of
Appropriation
Act.
[0. 39/1966A]



Other funds.
[0. 39/1966A]

Erroneous
payments.

Saving.
Cap. 69
1953 Ed.

37. Whenever moneys are appropriated by Parliament to establish
funds for any purpose, unless the Minister otherwise directs, neither
the receipts, earnings or accruals of funds so established nor the
balance of such funds at the close of each financial year shall be paid
into the Consolidated Fund but shall be retained for the purposes of
such funds.

38. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this
Act, the Minister may, with the concurrence of the Director of
Audit, authorise withdrawals from the Consolidated Fund Account
of such sums as may be required to repay or adjust amounts er-
roneously paid into the Consolidated Fund Account.

39. Nothing in this Act shall extend to abridge or alter the rights
and powers of the State to control, suspend or prevent the execution
of any process or proceedings for recovering money due to the State.

40. Notwithstanding the repeal of the Audit Department Ordin-
ance, any rules or regulations made thereunder and in operation at
the commencement of this Act shall, in so far as they are not in-
consistent with this Act, continue in operation subject to amendment
or revocation by regulations made under this Act.


